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My  Introduction  to  Numismatic  Literature 
at  the  ANA  2010  Summer  Seminar 
Jeff  Burke 

I was  the  fortunate  recipient  of  an  ANA  scholarship  to  attend  the  ANA 
Summer  Seminar  in  Colorado  Springs,  June  26  to  July  9,  2010.  High' 
lights  of  my  time  at  the  seminar  included  the  two'day  course  “Numis' 
matic  Literature:  A Look  Between  the  Covers”  taught  by  David  Sklow, 
now  Secretary  of  the  ANA.  Here  I share  some  of  my  experiences,  drawn 
from  my  daily  journal  accounts  and  supplemented  with  insights  gained 
from  a delightful  phone  conversation  with  Sklow  on  May  17,  2012,  and 
from  Sklow’s  website,  www.finenumismaticbooks.com. 

JULY  3,  2010 

Tonight  after  dinner  David  Sklow  gave  a fascinating  Bull  Session  talk 
entitled  “ANA  History:  You  Ask,  I Tell.”  Bull  Sessions  are  informal 
presentations  on  a particular  topic  followed  by  questions  and  answers. 
I was  surprised  to  learn  that  entire  families  would  often  attend  early 
ANA  conventions.  Black'and'white  photographs  from  the  early  twen' 
tieth  century  show  husbands,  wives,  and  sometimes  children,  all  decked 
out  in  the  formal  suits  and  elaborate  dresses  of  the  era!  This  evening’s 
Bull  Session  audience  fielded  David’s  tough  questions  about  locations  of 
early  ANA  conventions  as  well  as  unusual  facts  about  male  and  female 
numismatic  luminaries.  Sklow’s  expertise  and  passion  for  ANA  history 
were  evident  throughout  his  presentation. 

I first  met  Sklow  yesterday,  when  I purchased  an  ANA  “lamp  of 
learning”  lapel  pin  from  him.  I had  tried  to  find  one  of  these  pins  at 
the  ANA  Bookstore,  but  the  ANA  has  changed  its  logo  so  now  the 
lamp  pins  are  only  available  from  dealers.  I was  excited  to  get  this  pin 
because  1 love  the  older  lamp  design.  David  buys  and  offers  a fine  selec' 
tion  of  ANA  memorabilia  such  as  convention  badges  and  other  items. 
However,  his  primary  specialty  as  a dealer  is  rare  numismatic  literature. 
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a field  in  which  he’s  been  active  for  more  than  3,5  years. 

Back  in  the  early  1970s,  Sklow  collected  large  cents  by  Sheldon  die 
varieties  while  living  in  California.  His  switch  from  collecting  coins  to 
focusing  on  numismatic  literature  came  after  he  sold  his  copper  collec' 
tion  to  Lee  Kuntz,.  Following  the  sale,  he  “drove  up  the  coast  to  numis- 
matic literature  dealer  George  Kolbe,  spent  every  dime  he  had  and  never 
looked  back.” 

In  the  years  since,  he  has  become  a leading  expert  in  the  field.  He 
worked  as  a cataloger  for  the  numismatic  literature  firm  The  Money 
Tree  in  the  late  1990s,  served  as  the  American  Numismatic  Association’s 
Historian  from  2001  to  2007,  and  became  a numismatic  researcher  for 
the  ANA  in  2004.  He  holds  life  memberships  in  the  ANA  and  NBS, 
and  also  is  a member  of  NLG.  In  2003,  his  substantial  achievements  and 
contributions  were  honored  by  his  receipt  of  the  Numismatic  Ambas- 
sador Award  and  the  ANA’s  Glenn  Smedley  Memorial  Award. 

JULY  7,  2010 

This  morning  I started  my  course  with  Sklow,  whose  quick  wit  and  wry 
sense  of  humor  help  make  the  class  fun  and  exciting.  Sklow  provided  us 
with  an  extensive  numismatic  bibliography  covering  numismatic  litera- 
ture, ancient  and  medieval  coins,  tokens,  paper  money,  world  coins,  U.S. 
and  world  medals,  U.S.  coins,  decorations,  and  traditional  money. 

He  noted  that  nineteenth-century  auction  catalogs  are  grouped  by 
the  name  of  the  cataloger,  whereas  contemporary  catalogs  are  grouped 
by  the  name  of  the  auction  house.  The  latter  format  makes  them  easier 
to  locate.  We  learned  that  a numismatic  library  built  around  a coin  or 
token  collection  differs  from  the  library  of  a specialist  in  numismatic 
literature,  for  whom  the  rare  books  and  manuscripts  themselves  are  the 
collection. 

We  also  discussed  the  range  of  book  siz;es  from  folio  to.  trigesimos- 
ecundo,  various  types  of  book  bindings,  and  the  descriptions  used  to 
assess  book  conditions.  Tomorrow  afternoon  David  is  going  to  take  us 
to  the  ANA  Rare  Book  Room  and  show  us  some  extremely  valuable 
tomes,  which  should  be  exciting. 

JULY  8,  2010 

In  our  morning  session,  Sklow  recommended  a number  of  reference 
works  on  numismatic  literature  for  our  own  libraries.  These  included: 
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Adams,  John  W.  United  States  J^umismatic  Literature:  Js[meteenth  Cen' 
tury  Auction  Catalogs,  vol.  i,  1982;  United  States  L{umismatic  Lit' 
erature:  Twentieth  Century  Auction  Catalogs,  vol.  2.  Crestline,  Calif.; 
George  Frederick  Kolbe  Publications,  1990. 

ClaimStefanelli,  E.E.  IT^mismatic  Bibliography.  Munich;  Battenberg, 
1985. 

Davis,  Charles  E.  American  Js[umismatic  Literature:  An  Annotated  Sur' 
vey  of  Auction  Sales,  igSo-iggi.  Reprint.  Lincoln,  Mass.;  Quarterman 
Publications,  1992. 

Sklow  surprised  our  small  class  by  giving  each  student  a copy  of  the  Da^ 
vis  text  (limited  edition  of  550  copies)  along  with  a “B.  Max  Mehl  1950 
Golden  Anniversary  Recognition”  booklet!  He  also  provided  specific 
instructions  on  how  to  mail  rare  numismatic  materials,  including  the 
sage  advice,  “Buy  high-quality  boxes  to  ship  valuable  books.”  It  pains 
him  to  see  scarce  numismatic  books  and  manuscripts  damaged  because 
of  improper  shipping. 

This  afternoon  Sklow  took  us  on  a tour  of  the  ANA  Rare  Book 
Room.  He  showed  us  a number  of  rare  numismatic  items  including  plated 
Chapman  catalogs,  the  Arthur  Braddan  Coole  Library  collection  of  Chi- 
nese volumes,  and  the  original,  four-page  leaflet  run  off  a small  printing 
press  by  ANA  founder  George  F.  Heath  in  1888.  This  first  issue  was 
titled  The  American  J\[umismatist,  the  forerunner  of  The  JTumismatist. 
In  subsequent  issues.  Dr.  Heath  had  to  drop  “American”  because  his 
original  title  was  already  in  use  by  another  journal. 

Sklow’s  “Numismatic  Literature”  course  imbued  me  with  a deeper  ap- 
preciation for  the  proper  care  of  numismatic  literature  and  its  importance 
in  understanding  our  hobby.  Pm  really  glad  that  I took  his  course! 


Footprints  in  the  Sands  of  Time 

Thomas  D.  Harrison 


President  Ulysses  S.  Grant  officially  inaugurated  the  Philadelphia  Ceu' 
tennial  Exposition  on  May  lo,  1876.  The  celebration  was  an  opportunity 
for  the  United  States  to  showcase  its  emergence  as  a significant  interna' 
tional  player,  especially  in  the  industrial  and  agricultural  spheres.  The 
Women’s  Pavilion  provided  a glimpse  at  endeavors  women  were  embark' 
ing  upon  as  the  country  entered  the  Gilded  Age.  Displays  included  voca' 
tions  predominantly  reserved  for  their  male  counterparts,  such  as  the 
medical  profession  and  women  authors.  The  critically  acclaimed  book  of 
1876  was  The  Family  Secret  by  Eliz,a  Frances  Andrews.  By  the  exposi' 
tion’s  conclusion  on  November  10,  1876,  more  than  nine  million  visitors 
would  marvel  at  the  30,000  exhibitors  who  occupied  Fairmount  Park. 

The  Centennial  proved  to  be  a transitional  period  for  America.  With 
memories  of  the  Civil  War,  Reconstruction,  and  the  subsequent  political 
scandals  fading,  America  was  gaining  optimism  and  on  the  threshold  of 
the  Industrial  Revolution.  Numismatic  scholarship  was  also  evolving. 
Crosby’s  ground'breaking  work  debuted  in  1876,  Loubat’s  Medallic  His' 
tory  in  1878,  and  the  Chapmans’  plated  catalogs  in  1879  dramatically 
enhanced  the  hobby. 

As  my  schedule  permits,  I occasionally  survey  my  shelves  to  random' 
ly  select  an  ignored  volume  to  scrutini2;e.  One  afternoon  I was  drawn 
to  a shelf  housing  nineteenth'Century  Mint  guides.  I scanned  the  legion 
of  George  G.  Evans’  ubiquitous  Illustrated  History  of  the  United  States 
Mint.  The  shelf  was  decorated  with  an  array  of  colorful  cloth  bindings, 
intermittently  displaying  a scarce  paper'wrapped  edition  or  a stately 
copy  bound  in  half  leather.  Abruptly  my  eye  turned  to  A.  M.  Smith’s 
Visitors  Guide  and  History  of  the  United  States  Mint.  One  copy  attired 
in  blue  wraps  and  another  in  brown  cloth,  both  proudly  boasting  gold' 
lettered  spines.  Either  essential  title  would  be  a worthy  selection  to 
revisit. 
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However,  nestled  between  these  standard  classics,  I was  attracted 
to  a diminutive  volume  possessing  an  unstamped  spine.  This  underdog 
would  be  my  option.  The  title,  A Visit  to  the  Cabinet  of  the  United 
States  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  was  stamped  in  gilt  on  the  19.5  ><13  cm, 
blind'paneled  cover.  It  was  published  by  J.B.  Lippincott  Co.,  the 
esteemed  Philadelphia  press,  which  was  founded  in  1836  by  Joshua  Balh 
inger  Lippincott.  A limited  print  run  coupled  with  the  ravages  of  time 
has  resulted  in  few  survivors.  A George  Kolbe  auction  description  ob' 
serves,  “The  clothbound  edition  is  rare  but  in  wrappers  this  interesting 
little  work  is  practically  unknown.  ” Within  the  russet  cloth  boards  the 
reader  is  initially  greeted  by  a fine  lithographic  frontispiece  of  the  Mint. 
Prior  to  encountering  the  92  pages  of  text,  two  fascinating  nuggets  of 
information  are  perceived.  First,  with  a publication  date  of  1876,  this 
Mint  guide  is  the  genesis  of  the  genre.  Indubitably  this  work  served  as 
a blueprint  for  the  Smith  and  Evans  guides  created  in  the  succeeding 
decade.  Next  we  encounter  the  author,  Eliz,abeth  B.  (Bryant)  Johnston, 


UNITKI)  STATES  MINT,  THILADELTHIA. 


Frontispiece  of  A Visit  to  the  Cabinet  of  the  United  States  Mint  at 
Philadelphia. 
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who  apparently  possessed  little  or  no  interest  in  the  hobby.  This  unpre' 
tentious  tome  bears  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  numismatic  book 
authored  by  a woman  in  the  United  States.  An  author,  lecturer,  and 
amateur  historian,  the  native  Kentuckian,  born  August  22,  1833,  was 
active  in  a variety  of  patriotic  arenas.  She  was  a charter  member  of  the 
Columbia  Historical  Society  founded  in  1894  and  served  as  Historian 
General  for  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  By  the  time  of 
her  passing  on  December  13,  1907,  this  Renaissance  woman  had  written 
no  less  than  six  historically  notable  books. 

In  the  prefatory  statement.  Miss  Johnston  expressed  gratitude  to 
Mint  officials  for  furnishing  all  the  information  she  requested.  Also  cred' 
ited  for  providing  data  were  the  references  composed  by  ex'Director 
Snowden  and  Mr.  W.E.  Dubois. 

Following  a historical  introduction  and  a survey  of  Mint  operations, 
Peter  the  “Mint  Bird”  takes  center  stage.  To  the  casual  nineteenth' 
century  reader,  encountering  Peter  must  have  been  a delight.  During 
his  six'year  residency,  Peter  would  soar  about  the  city,  returning  each 
evening  before  the  Mint  closed.  Miss  Johnston  relates  this  anecdote  of 
one  of  the  raptor’s  excursions. 

An  old  citizen  of  Philadelphia  is  authority  for  the  following  story: 
“On  one  fourth  of  July  Teter,’  making  a longer  flight  than  was  his 
custom,  sat  upon  the  topmost  bough  of  a large  tree,  corner  of  South 
and  Broad  Streets,  attracting  and  amusing  a large  crowd  by  his  dem' 
onstrations — of  course  the  result  of  excitement  from  the  unusual  noise 
in  the  streets.  Soon,  however,  an  Irishman,  who  fed  him  in  the  Mint, 
came  under  the  tree  and  called,  Teter,  coome  down!’  The  crowd 
jeered,  but  the  Irishman  averring,  ‘Sure  he  looves  me  as  if  he  were  me 
own  son,’  repeated  Teter,  coome  down!’  and  the  bird  came  swooping 
down  to  the  shoulders  of  the  delighted  Patrick,  rather  to  the  sudden 
terror  of  the  lesser  element  in  the  assemblage.” 

Sadly  Peter’s  life  had  a sudden  and  tragic  finale:  “In  an  evil  hour  he 
unfortunately  perched  upon  a large  flywheel,  and,  getting  caught  in  the 
machinery,  received  a fatal  injury  in  his  wing,  and  rapidly  ended  rather 
an  unusual  career  for  an  eagle.” 

A popular  account  notes  Peter’s  legacy  is  sustained  as  the  soaring 
image  adorning  the  reverse  of  the  Gobrecht  dollar  introduced  in  1836. 
Again  in  1856,  showing  minor  changes  from  the  Gobrecht  dollar,  the 
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mascot’s  likeness  graced  the  obverse  of  the  Flying  Eagle  cent. 

During  the  nineteenth  century  only  hobby  insiders  had  knowledge 
of  Mint  improprieties.  The  root  of  Miss  Johnston’s  comments  regarding 
the  reputation  of  Mint  officials  may  be  a matter  of  conjecture.  How^ 
ever,  reflecting  upon  the  book’s  prefatory  statement,  presumably  the 
narratives  were  planted  by  Mint  officials  rather  than  recorded  by  a com' 
plimentary  Miss  Johnston.  She  cites  one  example  of  Mint  authorities’ 
frugality  in  her  brief  introduction  to  the  cabinet.  The  commentary  re' 
counts  the  1839  Congressional  appropriation  of  $1000  for  the  purchase 
of  “specimens  of  ores  and  coins  to  be  reserved  at  the  Mint.”  The  ensuing 
years  yielded  a $300  appropriation.  Increases  were  not  requested,  as  the 
Mint  did  not  wish  to  compete  with  national  cabinets  of  the  Old  World 
or  even  prominent  private  numismatists.  Miss  Johnston  added  some  sage 
advice  for  all  government  departments,  stating  in  part,  “The  economic 
principle  upon  which  the  collection  has  been  gathered  is  a lesson  to  all 
governmental  departments  in  frugality,  as  well  as  a restraint  upon  the 
natural  tendency  to  extravagance.”  The  introduction  to  the  section  dc' 
scribing  the  Mint  gives  another  glowing  report  of  conduct  at  the  Mint. 
She  states,  “These  officers  are  not  only  required  to  be  highly  proficient 
in  their  various  specialties,  but  their  characters,  like  their  gold,  must  be 
‘fine.’  The  confidence  placed  in  the  officials  of  the  United  States  Mint, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  is  a pleasing  fact,  for  near  the  close  of 
the  century  no  shadow  rests  upon  any  name  identified  with  its  history.” 
Researchers  have  since  characteriz,ed  several  Mint  officials  with  a less 
than  “golden”  stature. 

Following  brief  biographical  sketches  of  Mint  directors,  the  tourist  is 
escorted  through  a listing  of  coins  displayed  in  the  cabinet.  The  author 
highlights  the  United  States  Diplomatic  medal,  describing  it  as  “the 
most  interesting  medal  in  the  possession  of  our  country.”  Commemorat' 
ing  American  independence,  the  medal  was  ordered  by  President  Wash' 
ington  in  1791  and  designed  by  Thomas  Jefferson  while  serving  as  SeC' 
retary  of  State.  Jefferson’s  design,  adopted  with  minor  alteration,  was  to 
be  presented  to  foreign  ministers  upon  departing  American  shores.  The 
account  records  the  mysterious  circumstance  surrounding  the  original 
gold  medals  and  the  1876  reproductions.  Miss  Johnston’s  final  sentfi 
ments  appropriately  summariz,e  her  life'long  love  for  and  devotion  to 
the  country  and  its  founders:  “They  individually  appear,  at  the  distance 
of  generations,  worthy  of  our  highest  admiration;  and  the  best  sign  we 
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perceive  of  better  things,  in  this  money^getting  and  craving  age,  is  the 
development  of  a higher  reverence  of  the  heroes  of  ’76.” 

The  January  1877  issue  of  the  American  Journal  of  Tfumismatics 
presented  a critique  of  this  guide  book.  In  part,  it  states,  '‘This  unpre^ 
tending  volume  is  of  much  interest . . .an  earlier  issue  would  undoubt' 
edly  have  found  thousands  of  purchasers  during  the  Centennial  Exhibi' 
tion.”  Oh  for  what  might  have  been.  Reportedly  the  Regents  at  Mount 
Vernon  invited  her  to  stay  there  while  compiling  a Visitors'  Guide  to 
Mount  Vernon,  also  published  in  1876.  Thousands  of  visitors  received 
the  patriotic  guide  book  during  the  Centennial  Exhibition  while  touring 
Washington’s  home.  Miss  Johnston’s  lavish  work.  Original  Portraits  of 
Washington,  Including  Statues,  Monuments,  and  Medals,  published  in 
1882,  was  also  conceived  during  this  time  at  Mount  Vernon.  Known  to 
numismatic  bibliophiles,  her  magnum  opus  consists  of  257  pages,  includ' 
ing  32  fine  plates,  housed  in  original  beveled  green  or  brown  cloth  cov' 
ers.  Regrettably,  the  600,000  visitors  passing  through  the  Mint  doors 
during  the  Exhibition  were  not  treated  to  her  Mint  guide.  A planned 
second  edition  never  achieved  fruition. 

Following  an  afternoon  of  numismatic  time  travel.  Miss  Johnston’s 
prototype  is  once  again  ensconced  upon  the  shelf.  Eor  the  nineteenth' 
century  Mint  visitor,  the  pages  contained  significant  historical  content. 
And  for  the  twenty'first'century  numismatist,  perusing  the  lightly 
toned  leaves  generates  a genuine  appreciation  for  the  landmark  Mint 
guide  and  its  architect.  Elizabeth  B.  Johnston  certainly  left  her  indelible 
footprints  in  the  numismatic  sands  of  time. 


"Vou  Don't  Say”:  Numismatic  Quarterly  Quiz 

Myron  Xenos 


Many  countries  have  experienced  changes  of  name  in  the  past  hundred 
years,  some  of  them  when  they  became  independent,  others  for  political 
reasons.  Some  of  them  have  issued  money  under  more  than  one  name. 
Can  you  identify  a former  name  for  each  of  these  countries? 

1.  Republic  of  Bangladesh 

2.  Cambodia 

3. Beliz;e 

4.  Republic  of  Equatorial  Guinea 

5 . Lesotho 

6.  Myanmar 

7.  Sultanate  of  Oman 

8.  Sri  Lanka 

9.  Zambia 

10.  Zimbabwe 

11.  Iran 

12.  Namibia 

How  to  score; 

9-12  You  are  a numismatic  genius. 

6-8  You  know  your  foreign  coins. 

3-5  You  are  Joe  Average. 

1-2  You  are  not  paying  attention, 
o You  should  collect  baseball  cards. 


Answers  on  page  86. 


The  2012  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society, 

Philadelphia 

joel  J.  Orosz 

The  thirty'-third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Soch 
ety  was  held  in  Meeting  Room  106AB  of  the  Philadelphia  Convention 
Center  on  Friday,  August  10,  2012,  commencing  at  1 1:30  AM.  President 
Dan  Freidus  presided  over  a group  of  about  40  stalwarts  who  had  made 
the  long  trek  downstairs  from  the  ANA  convention  bourse.  In  accon 
dance  with  tradition,  the  meeting  commenced  with  a round  robin  of 
member  selFintroductions,  some  serious,  others  humorous,  and  as  is  cus' 
tomary,  the  dominant  theme  was  the  difficulty  of  finding  storage  space 
for  a growing  collection  without  completely  sundering  family  bonds. 

Long-time  Treasurer  David  Sundman  reported  on  the  very  healthy 
finances  of  the  NBS,  which  has  a balance  in  treasury  of  more  than 
$25,000.  This  surplus  allowed  the  NBS  Board  to  continue  its  past  prac' 
tice  of  making  strategic  donations  to  the  key  libraries  (ANS  $5,000  and 
ANA$  1,000)  that  support  scholarship  in  our  hobby,  as  well  as  to  keep 
annual  dues  at  the  extraordinarily  reasonable  rate  of  $15  per  annum. 
David  reported  a net  membership  increase  of  fifteen,  due  in  part  to  Com 
World  columnists  Brad  Karoleff  and  Joel  J.  Orosz,,  who  recommended 
NBS  membership  in  their  columns;  to  the  ongoing  promotion  of  NBS 
membership  by  pastTresident  Wayne  Homren,  founder,  editor,  and 
publisher  of  The  E'Sylum;  and  to  a moneyTack  guarantee  offered  to 
new  members  by  the  Society’s  coTounder,  George  Frederick  Kolbe.  Da^ 
vid  was  commended  by  the  membership  for  his  superb  stewardship  of 
the  NBS  exchequer,  and  received  a warm  round  of  applause  in  thanks. 
It  was  also  suggested  that  Wendy  Joseffy,  David’s  hyper^efficient  As' 
sistant,  should  be  considered  for  the  next  George  Frederick  Kolbe  NBS 
Award  for  Lifetime  Achievement  in  Numismatic  Literature.  Even  more 
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accolades  were  heaped  upon  David  for  his  exhibit  of  gorgeous  silver  med' 
als  on  a first  U.S.  Mint  theme,  including  rare  examples  honoring  David 
Rittenhouse  and  Adam  Eckfeldt  (the  latter  still  housed  in  its  original 
red  morocco  case  of  issue).  Although  David’s  display  was  not  entered  as 
a competitive  exhibit,  it  was  surely  a presentation  without  peer  at  the 
convention. 

President  Dan  then  announced  the  annual  awards.  The  NBS  Board 
reaffirmed  that  the  Kolbe  Award  is  to  be  presented  from  time  to  time 
as  warranted;  they  further  determined  that  no  award  would  be  made  in 
2012.  The  Jack  Collins  Award,  and  its  accompanying  cash  prize,  for  the 
best  article  in  The  Asylum  by  a first-time  author,  went,  by  vote  of  the 
membership,  to  James  Higby,  for  his  intriguingly  titled  article,  “Looks 
Like  I Picked  the  Wrong  Week  to  Give  Up  Sniffing  Books,”  published  in 
the  Volume  29  No.  4 (October-December  2011)  issue.  The  inaugural  Joel 
J.  Orosz  NBS  Writer’s  Award,  with  its  accompanying  plaque,  went, 
again  by  vote  of  the  membership,  to  past-President  Pete  Smith,  for  his 
article,  “Three  Degrees  of  Dave  Bowers,”  also  published  in  Volume  29 
No.  4.  Thanks  are  due  to  NBS  Vice  President  Marc  Ricard  for  coordi- 
nating the  creation  of  Pete’s  plaque,  upon  the  presentation  of  which,  Joel 
observed,  utterly  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  “If  you’ve  seen  one 
Joel  J.  Orosz  NBS  Writer’s  Award  winner,  you’ve  seen  ’em  all!” 

Two  distinguished  speakers  then  took  the  floor  for  a meditation  upon 
the  current  challenges  and  likely  future  developments  in  the  field  of 
numismatic  publishing.  Kerry  Wetterstrom,  the  veteran  Publisher/Edi- 
tor  of  The  Celator  (and  General  Chairman  of  the  current  ANA  Con- 
vention), and  Steve  Roach,  the  new  Editor  of  Coin  World,  presented 
their  viewpoints  on  the  rapidly  shifting  landscape  in  the  business  of 
publishing. 

Kerry  is  only  the  second  editor  in  the  quarter-century  history  of  The 
Celator  (the  first  being  its  founder,  Wayne  Sayles).  Steve  is  only  the 
fourth  editor  in  the  52  year  history  of  Coin  World  (indeed,  the  evening 
before,  Steve  had  been  presented  with  a prospective  lifetime  achieve- 
ment award  by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild,  on  the  theory  that  all 
Coin  World  editors  are  chained  to  the  editorial  desk  in  Sidney,  Ohio, 
for  a minimum  of  25  years).  Other  commonalities  emerged  from  their 
presentations,  such  as  the  fact  that  while  electronic  formats  are  inexo- 
rably supplanting  hard-copy  formats,  it  remains  difficult  to  sell  ads  in 
the  electronic  versions  of  their  publications,  for  the  perception  among 
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advertisers  is  that  print  is  the  less  ephemeral  of  the  two  formats.  An' 
other  common  concern  was  indexing;  The  Celator  has  not  been  indexed 
recently,  while  Com  World  was  partially  indexed  starting  in  1991,  and 
has  been  fully  indexed  since  2007.  Neither  Kerry  nor  Steve  predicted 
the  imminent  demise  of  print,  although  they  do  suspect  that  it  will 
continue  to  diminish  in  importance  vis'd'vis  electronic  formats.  Both 
are  also  concerned  that  their  publications  reach  only  a fraction  of  the 
potential  audience,  and  spend  significant  time  thinking  about  potential 
ways  to  boost  readership.  Kerry  closed  with  a revelation  guaranteed  to 
make  NBS  members,  and  most  particularly  The  Asylum's  editor,  David 
Yoon,  envious:  The  Celator  has  a considerable  backlog  of  articles  await' 
ing  publication ! 

The  annual  NBS  Benefit  Auction,  called  this  year,  as  last  year,  by 
President  Dan  Freidus,  featured  a wide  range  of  donated  literature  in  all 
price  ranges,  much  of  it  owing  to  the  generosity  of  past  Presidents  Dan 
Hamelberg  and  P.  Scott  Rubin,  as  well  as  that  of  Whitman  Publishing, 
Pierre  Fricke,  and  President  Freidus.  The  star  of  the  Benefit  Auction 
was  not  only  the  donation,  but  also  the  creation,  of  Whitman  Publishing 
Publisher  Dennis  Tucker.  The  SJ{etchboo}{  and  J^otes  of  Lincoln  Vander' 
hlatt  was,  according  to  Dennis’s  tongue'in'cheek  description,  authored 
by  the  grandson  of  Archibald  Vanderblatt,  the  author  of  the  legendary 
19 1 1 reference.  Good  Manners  for  Today's  Polite  Coin  Collector.  Lincoln 
Vanderblatt’s  S\etchboo\  is  a beautifully  bound  volume  of  original  po' 
etry,  sketches,  and  other  musings  upon  matters  numismatic.  This  superb 
one'of'a'kind  example  of  the  whimsical  in  the  numismatic  book  arts  was 
knocked  down,  after  spirited  bidding,  to  David  Fanning,  serving  as  the 
agent  for  past'President  Hamelberg. 

The  Benefit  Auction’s  true  heavyweight  was  personally  delivered  by 
George  Frederick  Kolbe,  within  a large  brown  paper'wrapped  parcel, 
which  he  dropped  onto  the  auction  table  with  a resounding  “thump.” 
He  explained  that  the  Kolbe  6?  Fanning  firm  had  come  into  possession 
of  a large'paper  copy  of  the  2011  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  Book  of 
the  Year,  The  Secret  History  of  the  First  U.S.  Mint,  by  Joel  J.  Orosz,  and 
Leonard  Augsburger.  When  the  paper  was  removed,  it  was  instantly  ap' 
parent  that  “large  paper”  was  an  understatement,  for  the  book  measured 
at  least  1 5 inches  high  by  1 1 inches  wide,  and  was  a perfect  facsimile  of 
the  Whitman  trade  edition,  except  for  its  Brobdingnagian  proportions 
and  its  250  or  so  completely  blank  pages ! This  revelation  inspired  a flurry 
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of  commentary,  with  some  speculating  as  to  whether  the  gargantuan 
size  of  the  volume  was  due  to  the  authors’  attempts  to  compensate  for 
something,  while  others  asked  if  the  blank  pages  rendered  this  volume 
The  Really  Secret  History  of  the  First  U.S.  Mint.  Joel  remarked  that  this 
blank  large^paper  version  accurately  captured  all  of  the  contributions 
that  he  had  made  to  the  writing  of  the  book,  while  Len  Augsburger 
countered  that  the  blank  pages  represented  all  of  the  content  that  re^ 
mained  after  Pete  Smith  had  finished  making  his  edits.  The  ponderous 
tome  then  made  the  circuit  of  the  meeting  room,  and  was  inscribed  by 
all  in  attendance.  Another  lively  bidding  scrum  ensued,  and  again  the 
last  hand  in  the  air,  at  $i,ooo,  belonged  to  David  Fanning,  representing 
the  same  client.  Many  thanks  must  be  tendered  to  all  of  the  donors  and 
bidders  (especially  to  Dan  Hamelberg,  who  giveth  donations  with  one 
hand  and  biddeth  them  up  with  the  other),  whose  efforts  combined  to 
raise  $3,420  for  the  NBS  treasury. 

President  Freidus  guided  the  festivities  toward  closure  with  a recog' 
nition  of  the  NBS  members  who  had  brought  home  hardware  in  the  pre' 
vious  evening’s  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  Bash.  Past'President  Wayne 
Homren  won  the  award  for  the  Best  Trade  Press  Web  Site  for  The  E' 
Sylum,  and  the  Kolbe  dP  Fanning  firm  took  honors  for  the  Best  Auction 
Catalog  in  the  Books  and  Exonumia  category  for  their  2012  ?{ew  Yor\ 
Boo\  Auction.  Kudos  were  also  extended  to  P.  Scott  Rubin,  who  was 
the  only  exhibitor  in  the  Numismatic  Literature  category  among  the 
competitive  exhibits.  Congratulations  to  these  stalwarts  of  the  hobby, 
whose  exceptional  achievements  in  2011  are  worthy  of  recognition  and 
respect  from  all  numismatic  bibliophiles. 

With  the  conclusion  of  this  2012  Annual  Meeting,  anticipation  began 
to  build  for  its  2013  successor,  to  be  held  in  the  friendly  (albeit  distant 
from  Chicago)  confines  of  Rosemont,  Illinois.  Another  successful,  and 
more  important,  delightful  NBS  conclave  is  confidently  predicted  for 
that  time  and  place. 


Answers  to  the  Numismatic  Quarterly  Quiz  (see  p.  82);  i)  East  Pakistan.  2)  Khmer 
Republic,  Kampuchea.  3)  British  Honduras.  4)  Spanish  Guinea.  5)  Basutoland.  6)  Burma. 
7)  Muscat  and  Oman.  8)  Ceylon.  9)  Northern  Rhodesia.  10)  Southern  Rhodesia, 
ii)  Persia.  12)  SoutLWest  Africa,  German  Southwest  Africa. 


Lots  of  Lots:  NBS  Symposium  Panel  Discussion 
on  Auction  Catalogs 
Elizabeth  Hahn 


On  Thursday,  August  9,  2012,  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 
Symposium  presented  a panel  discussion  on  the  topic  of  “Numismatic 
Auction  Catalogs  from  Various  Perspectives.”  The  varied  backgrounds 
of  the  five  panel  participants  allowed  for  the  discussion  to  approach 
the  topic  from  multiple  angles.  Some  40  audience  members  were  in  at' 
tendance,  and  a lively  discussion  at  the  end  pushed  the  meeting  right  to 
the  end  of  the  session’s  allotted  time.  I would  like  to  offer  a summary  of 
the  meeting  followed  by  my  own  thoughts  and  comments  on  the  issues 
that  were  raised. 

The  NBS  Symposium  discussion  centered  on  the  topic  of  auction 
catalogs,  with  speakers  bringing  in  their  own  experiences  with  using, 
cataloging,  and  collecting  a variety  of  auction  catalogs.  NBS  President 
Dan  Freidus  opened  the  discussion  with  welcoming  remarks  and  brief 
introductions  of  each  speaker  before  handing  things  over  to  the  panel. 
Vicken  Yegparian,  who  is  a cataloger  and  vice-president  of  numismatics 
at  Stacks  Bowers,  opened  with  details  of  his  many  years  of  experience 
working  at  Stack’s,  where  he  deals  daily  with  cataloging  duties  that 
create  the  content  of  auction  catalogs  that  are  circulated  to  thousands 
of  collectors  and  dealers  both  nationally  and  abroad.  RyAnne  Scott,  a 
librarian  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  followed  with  a dif- 
ferent experience  of  auction  catalogs,  from  the  library  point  of  view.  She 
noted  that  there  are  some  80,000  auction  catalogs  in  the  ANA  Library, 
many  of  which  are  still  in  line  to  be  cataloged.  She  addressed  questions 
of  digitiz,ation  and  noted  their  current  efforts  to  initiate  a project  to  make 
public  domain  content  available.  Her  anecdote  of  starting  her  job  with 
an  office  full  of  toppling  piles  of  auction  catalogs  brought  smiles  and 
laughter  from  the  audience.  Next  to  speak  was  David  Fanning,  a dealer 
in  used  and  rare  numismatic  literature  at  Kolbe  6?  Fanning  Numismatic 
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Booksellers.  Like  Vicken,  David  also  has  direct  experience  cataloging 
items  for  sale  catalogs  and  emphasi2;ed  the  uniqueness  of  text  and  care 
that  goes  into  each  entry.  David’s  personal  passion  for  early  United 
States  auction  catalogs  is  a reminder  of  how  extensive  the  coverage  of 
auction  catalogs  has  been  both  nationally  and  internationally.  He  further 
commented  on  the  importance  of  auction  catalogs  for  providing  prov' 
enance  information,  “an  importance  that  is  growing  for  two  reasons:  a) 
the  development  of  counterfeit  coins  of  extremely  high  quality  and  b) 
the  laws  concerning  cultural  property  that  prohibit  the  importation  into 
the  United  States  of  certain  coins.  Both  of  these  factors  make  provenance 
even  more  important  than  it  already  was,  because  it  allows  collectors, 
dealers,  and  researchers  to  be  certain  that  a coin  wasn’t  made  last  year 
or  surreptitiously  dug  up  last  year  and  smuggled. 

The  fourth  panel  speaker  was  Alan  Stahl,  the  Curator  of  Numismat' 
ics  at  Princeton  University  and  cataloger  for  Paul  Bosco  Coins.  Alan 
touched  upon  his  experiences  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
both  as  a participant  in  the  Graduate  Summer  Seminar  in  Numismatics 
in  1975  and  as  Curator  of  Medieval  Coins  and  of  Medals  from  1980  to 
2000.  He  recalled  the  extensive  photofile  at  the  ANS,  which  consists  of 
thousands  of  notecards  created  by  cutting  up  the  plates  found  in  dupli' 
cate  copies  of  auction  catalogs.  Such  plates  are  valuable  for  die  studies 
and  also  for  helping  to  identify  counterfeits,  which  are  increasing  in 
quality  and  becoming  harder  to  detect.  The  final  speaker  at  the  NBS 
Symposium  was  Scott  Rubin,  a collector  and  independent  researcher  as 
well  as  consultant  to  PCGS  Compacts.  Scott  spoke  about  his  impres' 
sive  personal  collection  of  over  9,000  auction  catalogs  dating  from  1851 
to  the  present  (800  of  these  catalogs  are  nineteenth'century  sales)  and 
about  his  experiences  as  a researcher.  He  emphasiz;ed  the  value  of  using 
auction  catalogs  in  doing  pedigree  research,  especially  when  the  catalogs 
are  plated  sales.  He  also  noted  that  early  catalogs  are  a unique  source  of 
numismatic  news  for  a time  period  when  such  weekly  stories  about  the 
hobby  were  rare. 

Questions  from  the  audience  circled  back  to  topics  of  digitiz,ation 
and  digital  copies  and  the  future  of  paper  items,  all  topics  that  are  in 
the  forefront  for  many  libraries,  both  public  and  private.  (I  address  the 
topic  of  digitization  and  how  it  relates  to  the  ANS  Library  in  my  most 
recent  library  news  article  in  the  AJ^S  Magazine,  2012,  Issue  }).  All  five 
speakers  at  the  NBS  Symposium  made  excellent  points  that  I can  relate 
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Figure  i.  Detail  of  prices  realiz;ed  and  buyer  annotations  from  A 
catalogue  of  Gree\,  Roman  and  English  Coins,  Medallions  and  Medals, 
of  the  Right  Honourable  Edward  Earl  of  Oxford,  deceas'd,  which  will  be 
sold  by  Auction,  by  Mr.  Coc\,  at  his  house  in  the  Great  Piazza,  Covent' 
Garden,  on  Thursday  March  the  i8th,  1741/ 2,  and  the  five  following 
days. 


to  on  one  level  or  another.  I am  in  a very  similar  situation  to  the  ANA 
Library  in  terms  of  having  thousands  of  auction  catalogs  in  the  library 
collections  and  working  daily  to  make  sure  that  these  are  properly  cata^ 
loged  in  the  online  library  catalog  and  made  available  to  our  users.  The 
majority  of  the  auction  catalogs  at  the  ANS  Library  are  cataloged  and 
already  on  the  shelves.  Of  these,  a significant  portion  of  our  catalogs  from 
the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries  include  important  annotations 
and  handwritten  prices  realized.  In  many  cases,  the  buyer  of  each  item 
is  also  written  next  to  the  lot  (Fig.  i).  This,  along  with  the  extensiveness 
of  our  collections,  makes  the  auction  catalogs  a particularly  valuable  part 
of  the  library  and  one  of  the  most  frequently  sought  by  our  users. 

Most  recently,  my  experience  with  auction  catalogs  has  been  being 
buried  under  piles  of  them  in  the  ANS  Library,  the  result  of  the  end  of 
the  ANS  Summer  seminar  in  numismatics.  A number  of  the  students 
worked  on  die  studies  and  spent  hours  flipping  through  the  auction 
catalogs  in  the  library  in  a manner  similar  to  that  outlined  by  Alan  Stahl 
from  his  own  experience.  As  I was  without  a library  assistant  through 
the  summer  and  early  fall  months,  it  was  left  to  me  to  put  these  cata^ 
logs  back  on  the  shelf  in  correct  order  and  locate  misplaced  boxes  or 
others  that  were  out  of  order,  a task  which  took  a number  of  weeks  to 
complete ! 
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Scott  Rubin’s  points  about  annotations  and  the  research  value  as' 
sociated  with  early  auction  catalogs  also  reflect  one  of  the  important 
features  of  catalogs  in  the  ANS  Library.  Many  of  these  early  sales  in 
the  library  collections  are  hand  priced  and  in  some  cases  named.  They 
also  serve  as  a glimpse  at  coin  collecting  activity  of  the  previous  centU' 
ries  and  assist  with  identifying  patterns  of  connoisseurship,  locally  and 
nationally,  within  the  history  of  coin  collecting  and  history  in  general. 
Catalogs  can  be  important  starting  points  for  research  as  the  content  can 
be  quite  descriptive  and  the  organiz;ation  of  the  lots  within  related  sub' 
jects  can  point  the  reader  towards  similar  items.  The  lots  record  detailed 
information  not  only  about  coin  sales,  but  also  numismatic  literature. 
The  famous  1808  Van  Damme  sale  (Fig.  2)  comprises  an  indispensable 
reference  work  in  the  field  of  numismatic  bibliography,  with  carefully 
detailed  descriptions  and  annotations.  Lots  327-1400  were  devoted  to 
numismatic  works,  including  many  unique  manuscripts.  In  addition,  the 
elegant  script  that  often  appears  in  eighteenth-  and  nineteenth-century 
auction  catalogs  adds  uniqueness  and  a human  element  that  makes  it  pos- 
sible to  imagine  the  author  attending  a coin  auction  perhaps  not  unlike 
those  today. 
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Figure  2.  |Van  Damme,  Pierre}.  Catalogue  de  la  bibliotheque  et  du 
cabinet  de  medailles,  antiques  et  modernes,  ainsi  que  de  quelques  pierres 
gravies,  antiquites,  <^c.  delaisses  par  M.  Pierre  van  Damme.  Amster- 
dam, 1807.  Sale  dates:  21  mars  1808  et  jours  suivants. 


Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 


President 
Dan  Freidus 
Ann  Arbor,  MI 
dan1737@umich.edu 


Vice'President 
Marc  Ricard 

mcricard@yahoo.com 


Treasurer 

David  M.  Sundman 
P.O.  Box  82 
Littleton,  NH  03561 
dsundman@littletoncoin.com 


Board  of  Governors 

John  W.  Adams,  Dover,  MA  jadams@ahh.com 

Leonard  Augsburger,  Vernon  Hills,  IL  leonard_augsburger@hotmail.com 
David  Fanning,  Gahanna,  OH  df@numislit.com 
Eli2,abeth  Hahn,  New  York,  NY  hahn@numismatics.org 
Dan  Hamelberg,  Champaign,  IL  danhamelberg@aol.com 
Martin  Logies  mlogies@aol.com 

Sydney  Martin,  Doylestown,  PA  sfmartin5@comcast.net 
P.  Scott  Rubin,  Lawrenceville,  NJ  numislit@msn.com 
W.  David  Perkins,  Centennial,  CO  wdperki@attglobal.net 


Editor,  The  Asylum 

David  Yoon,  41^22  54  Street  #9,  Woodside,  NY  11377  nbsasylum@gmail.com 
Editor,  The  E'Sylum 

Wayne  Homren,  Ashburn,  VA  whomren@gmail.com 


ADVERTISING  RATES  FOR  2012 


Full  page  $90 

Inside  front,  inside  or  outside  back  cover  $100 

Half  page  $50 

Discounts  for  multiple  issues  are  available.  A fulhpage  ad  for  one  year  is  $300. 

The  Asylum  (ISSN  I552'i93i)  Is  published  quarterly.  Manuscripts 
should  be  sent  to  the  editor  by  e-mail  or  on  CD.  Authors,  please  put 
your  name(s)  on  all  submitted  material. 

All  accepted  manuscripts  become  the  property  of  the  Numismatic  Bib- 
liomania Society.  For  more  information,  please  contact  the  editor. 

NBS  Membership:  in  the  United  States,  $15.00  annual  dues  for  standard  mail, 
$20.00  annual  dues  for  first-class  mail;  outside  the  United  States,  $25.00.  Mem- 
bers receive  all  available  issues  of  the  current  volume.  Requests  for  membership 
and  change  of  address  should  be  submitted  to  the  Treasurer. 

©2012  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 


& Numismatic  Auction 


Live  Auction  Reno,  Nevada  * December  8th,  2012 
Call  to  request  a catalog,  or  view  the  catalog  online 
www.HolabirdAmericana.com 


*Rare  & Highly  Desirable  1878  Signed  Emperor  Norton  Note 


* The  SEC  Mormon  Coin  & Currency  Collection 


* Tlie  A.M.  Kagin  Western  Banknote  Collection 


*Rare  1921  Canadian  50  cent  Piece  & Much  More! 

♦ ll.S.  Coins  & Paper  Currency  * ingots  * Gold  * 
* western  Americana  Rarities 


We’re  proud  members  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  and 
The  Proffesionai  Numismatics  Guild 


PNG 


Now  Accepting  Quality  Consignments  for  2013 
3555  Airway  Dr.  Suite  308,  Reno,  NV  89511  * 877-852-8822 


We  humbly  thank 
our  numismatic  colleagues. 

The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  awarded  the  employees  and  owners  of 
Heritage  Auctions  multiple  honors  at  the  Philadelphia  ANA 


Best  Auction  Catalog,  Coins  and  Currency: 

"The  Shoshana  Collection 
of  Ancient  Judaean  Coins" 
catalogers:  David  Hendin,  Herbert  Kreindler, 
David  Michaels 

Large  Club  Publication,  Best  Article: 

"New  Thoughts  on  the  1825/4  Half  Eagle", 

The  Numismatist, 
by  David  Stone 
Best  Token  or  Medal  story, 

U.S.  Commercial  Magazines: 

"Ten  Outstanding  U.S.  Medals," 

COINage:  David  T.  Alexander 
Extraordinary  Merit:  Computer  Software: 
HERITAGE  Live! 

Best  Dealer  Website: 

HA.com,  Paul  Minshull,  Brian  Shipman, 

Michael  Weems  and  Ryan  Sokol 
Extraordinary  Merit,  Specialized  Book 
On  United  States  Coins: 

"The  Surprising  History  of  the  1 838-0  Half 
Dollar"  by  David  Stone  and  Mark  Van  Winkle; 
James  Halperin,  Ed. 

Clemy  Award:  (NLG's  Highest  Honor) 

Steve  Ivy  & Jim  Halperin  - for  distinguished 
contributions  to  the  field  of  numismatics. 


Annual  Sales  Exceed  $800  Million  I 750,000+  Online  Bidder-Members 

3500  Maple  Avenue  I Dallas,  Texas  75219  I 800-872-6467  I HA.com 
DALLAS  I NEW  YORK  I BEVERLY  HILLS  1 SAN  FRANCISCO  I PARIS  I GENEVA 


THE  WORLD'S  LARGEST  NUMISMATIC  AUCTIONEER 

AUCTIONS 


heritage  If  « r*giit«r*d  trad*m«rl(  «nd  »*rvic«  m«rk  of  Hvrltag*  Capital  Corporation.  Ragittarad  In  U.S.  Patanl  and  Tradamark  Offica. 


HA.com/FBCoins 


HA.com/Twiller 


British  Commemorative  Medals 

AND  THEIR  VALUES 
hy 

CHRISTOPHER  EIMER 

London,  2010.  Publisher:  Spink. 

Quarto,  pp.  326  and  249  plates  (2000+  images) 

Print-run  of  2000  (individually  numbered) 

Price:  £75.00 

British  Commemorative  Medals  and  their  Values  lists  more  than  2200  medals,  all  fully 
deseribed,  with  biographical  and  historical  information  and  a guide  to  market  values.  The 
book  has  been  designed  for  practical  use  and  always  with  the  reader  in  mind.  It  includes 
an  introduction  to  the  medal  in  Britain  and  a chapter  itemizing  production  figures,  as  well 
as  a comprehensive  general  index  and  an  index  of  medallists. 


— .Awarded  the  2011  book  Prize  by  the  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists  — 


Christopher  Eimcr 

P.O.  Box  352,  London  INW  II  7RE,  United  Kingdom 
Iclephonc:  (+44)  208  458  9933  / Email:  artf^christophercimer.co.uk 


British  C’ommemorativc  Medals  and  their  A’alues,  £75. 
Postage:  UK  £8;  Europe  £14;  USA  and  rest  of  the  world  £28 
(non-LK  clients  may  make  payment  through  PayPal  at  no  additional  charge) 


